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blitz on immigration, worker
protections begins White House

press secretary Josh Earnest
released a list of press conferences
on the economy and other topics on
Wednesday. By Lindsay Peterson,

McClatchy Washington Bureau
Updated 9:19 pm, Wednesday, May
6, 2014 The White House released a

list of press conferences on
Wednesday as the administration

continues to shift away from
immigration reform. Two large-scale
media blitzes to talk about federal
enforcement of immigration laws

and reform of the nation's workplace
laws started with separate events
this morning in front of the White

House. White House press secretary
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Josh Earnest released a list of press
conferences on the economy and

other topics on Wednesday. He said
that the administration plans to

"speak more frequently" on issues
related to workplace protections,

"and we will do so while also
highlighting important enforcement
efforts related to immigration." In its

list of planned press conferences,
the administration did not include

one to focus on Obama's plan to lift
a ban on Cuba travel for U.S.

citizens. That announcement was
expected later this year, and the

Obama administration will be
working to lift the ban as part of a
broader diplomatic opening with
Havana, which was heralded by
Obama when he announced the

changes to the Cuban travel policy in
December. Many Democratic

lawmakers have urged the president
to lift the ban. While the White
House has not taken a position,

several administration officials have
said publicly that the president will
not lift the ban and that Congress

would have to vote on the matter if it
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tried to do so. At a Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing yesterday,
Attorney General Eric Holder

reaffirmed the administration's
position. "The president, I believe,

will not — and his policy in this
regard has been very clear," Holder
told Senator Charles E. Grassley, R-
Iowa. The administration has also

said the Cuba policy changes will not
affect relations with other Latin

American countries that are part of
the policy. Nonetheless, the travel
ban has hurt relations with Cuba,
which cut nearly all ties with the
United States for nearly 50 years

until Obama's historic move toward
normalization in December. The two

countries restored diplomatic
relations earlier this year. The White

House would not comment on
whether c6a93da74d
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